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n your next trip to Spain,
O venture outside Barcelona
and Madrid in favour

of less-travelled locales, like Avila
and Salamanca—both of which are
UNESCO World Heritage cities.
Here, the best of Spain is on offer:
gourmet tapas, relaxed sightseeing
and world-class spas. Call it the
good life—unplugged.

SALAMANCA

The vibe Located two hours
northwest of Madrid in the province
of Castilla y Ledn, Salamanca is a
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Spain’s small towns

offer luxe intimacy.
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Renaissance city infused with both
centuries-old tradition and youthful
energy. ““You can see all of Spanish
heritage here: art, religion, scholar-
ship and culture,” says Father Juan
José, a brown-robed Franciscan friar
at the University of Salamanca. If the
university—which was founded in
1218—is the lifeblood of the town,
its heart is the baroque Plaza Mayor.
Called the “Golden City” for its gor-
geous yellow sandstone buildings, its
inhabitants—Salmantinos—seem to
know that they are blessed. ““There’s
a lot of joy in this town,” says Eva
Miguel, who works at the ultra-chic
Hoss Intropia fashion boutique.

Where to stay Quirky and styl-
ish, the tiny Estrella Albatros Hotel
is decked out with red leather sofas,
zebra-print lamps and a Japanese
water garden. For something more se-
cluded, head to Hacienda Zorita, the
essence of rustic serenity, located 15
minutes outside the city. Founded in
the 1300s, it was once a Dominican
monastery and is now a boutique
hotel. The on-site spa offers massages
using oils derived from grapes grown
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